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AILO 2017 team problem: Phoenician nations 
 
In this problem you are presented with two lists of names which form 
pairs. Your task is to match them up. The names are written in the 
Phoenician script. This script was used to write the Phoenician language 
in the coastal east Mediterranean area then called Canaan from about 
1500 BCE to 300 BCE. Phoenician was a Semitic language, like Arabic 
and Hebrew, and the writing system shares some important features 
with Arabic and Hebrew script. But Phoenician was also a model and 
forerunner of the Greek, Latin and Cyrillic alphabets, and some of the 
letter shapes are quite similar. 
 
The names in the two lists are not genuine Phoenician names, because 
none of them existed at the time Phoenician was spoken. So they are just 
transliterations of the modern names from an / the appropriate language. 
The transliteration is phonetic, based on sound, not spelling. As is the 
case with all languages, when names from a different language are 
represented, they have to be adapted to the Phoenician sound system.  
 
The two lists of 51 names are presented in Phoenician alphabetical order. 
Your task is to pair them up and write them in English. To get you 
started, number 3 from list A goes with answer n from list B. So that 
leaves 50 more to solve. 
 
When presenting your answers. give the pairs (a number and a letter) 
together with the corresponding English names. When writing the letters. 
be sure to distinguish clearly between similar looking letters, e.g. upper 
and lower case C~c, K~k, O~o, P~p, S~s, U~u, V~v, W~w, X~x, Y~y and 
between I and l. Underline capital letters and use distinctive script forms 

for lower case (e.g. l, p, s etc.)  where necessary. 

 
For fun, and as a possible tie break, please write your names (just given 
names, e.g. Patrick, Siobhan) in Phoenician. 
 



LIST A 
nybza 1 dnlXi 18 dnlrdn 35 

rdna 2 nktv 19 vrn 36 

dnlra 3 ylti 20 kXlp 37 

glb 4 mdgnk dtinj 21 lgtrp 38 

yrglb 5 Xrbk 22 ynmr 39 

Xrlb 6 ntXhzk 23 yXr 40 

nwgzrh I nXb 7 vXk 24 XiX 41 

dnlSid 8 vtel 25 yrvX 42 

kmnd 9 ntSnthl 26 lvtrkX 43 

ynpXe 10 grbmXkl 27 ykvlX 44 

tXe 11 yvtl 28 ynvlX 45 

Xnrf 12 gSrrygm 29 nrm nX 46 

ntXyh 13 yndkm 30 moX 47 

Xlh 14 vdlm 31 ybrX 48 

kXtvrh 15 tlm 32 yhS 49 

nirky 16 knm 33 yrpS 50 

hirtXw 17 rgntnm 34 ykrt 51 

 
LIST B 

mdrtXma a zdv r ypkX I 

yv l rdna b Xulnv s nrm nX J 

rkna c tlv t verX K 

nƟa d nv u mlhktX L 

ntXa e ySrv v lXo M 

tXpdb f vik w Xtrgdp N 

tXrhb g nghnpk x rp O 

kb h nylbyl y hrp P 

drglb i grbmXkl z ntXrp Q 

nlrb j ndnl A gr R 

nrb k nbXl B kvykyr S 

lXrb l drdm C mr T 

vlXtrb m knm D nXS U 

nlbd n kXnm E  nktv tS V 

nvre o vkXm F Xlbt W 

brgz p ykXn G nlt X 

knXlh q afX H nrt Y 



As a further bit of help, the following table lists all the words in which 
each Phoenician letter appears.  
    

a 1 2 3 a b c d e H  
b 1 4 5 6 7 22 27 48 f g h i j kl m n p y z B W  
g 4 5 7 21 27 29 34 38 i p x z N R  
d 2 3 8 9 18 21 30 31 35 a b f i n r A C N  
e 10 11 25 o K  
y 1 5 10 13 16 20 28 29 30 39 40 42 44 45 48 49 50 51 b v y G I S  
z 1 7 23 p r  
h 7 13 14 15 17 23 26 49 g q x L P  
Ɵ d  

i 7 8 16 17 18 20 21 41 w  
k 9 15 16 19 21 22 23 24 27 30 33 37 43 44 51 c h q w x z D E F G I L S V  
l 3 4 5 6 8 14 18 20 25 26 27 28 31 32 35 37 38 43 44 45 b i j l m n q s t y z A B L M W X  
m 9 21 27 29 30 31 32 33 34 39 46 47 a z C D E F J L T  

n 
1 2 3 7 8 9 10 12 13 16 18 19 21 23 26 30 33 34 35 36 39 45 46 b c d e j kn o q s u x y A 
B D E G J Q U V X Y  

X 
6 7 10 11 12 13 14 15 17 18 22 23 24 27 37 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 a e f g l m q s z B 
E F G H I J K L M N Q U W  

o 47 M  
p 10 37 38 50 f x I N O P Q  
q  

r 
2 3 5 6 7 12 15 16 17 22 27 29 34 35 36 38 39 40 42 43 46 48 50 51 a b c g i j kl m o p v z 
C J K N O P Q R S T Y  

s 8 26 29 49 50 v U V  
t 11 13 15 17 19 20 21 23 25 26 28 32 34 38 43 51 a e f g m t L N Q V W X Y  
 
 
 


